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Language skills 2

How do we understand what we hear and what we read?
1. What’s the difference between:

a. Turning on talk radio at random and trying to understand what’s being said and tuning in

to a programme about dogs and their illnesses half-way through because you missed the

beginning and trying to understand what is being said?

b. Reading an unillustrated piece of text and reading something which has a picture and a

headline?

Discuss your views with someone else before reporting back.

2. Look at these three texts and say

a. what sort of texts they are

b. where you would find them

Text A Text B Text C

How did you decide?

Now:

c. If you want to understand the general meaning of each text, where would you look for

the most important information?
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3. What sorts of processes are being used?

BU = Bottom-up processing, TD = Top-down processing

Processes

1. Listening out for the word Margate BU TD

2. Hearing the difference between I’ll go and I go

3.
Expecting to hear the words doctor, nurse, ward, medicine and
recognising their meaning

4.
Knowing that the word because is usually followed by a reason for the
first clause.

5. Looking at the picture at the top to predict what the text is about.

6. Watching people’s expressions to see how they feel.

7.
Understanding that a news item on TV usually begins with what has
happened and then is concerned with what happened before that.

8.
Knowing that the last part of an essay often contains the summary
and the writer’s view

9.
Knowing that a word between an article and a noun is almost always
an adjective and that it is often safe to ignore it.

10. Knowing that a word beginning with mis- is usually negative in sense.

Compare your answers with a colleague.


