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Modality – the answer key

Classifying modality
1. In the following, there are 4 different types of modality.

The types refer to:

i) levels of duty / obligation

ii) levels of truth

iii) ability

iv) inevitable fact

Your task is to divide the list into four based on these categories.

Work alone or with a partner.

Example Category (i), ii), iii) or iv)

1 I must leave now (i)

2 That must be his sister (ii)

3 I can’t see very well (iii)

4 A square must have 4 sides (iv)

5 It is necessary to show your passport at immigration (i)

6 That’s easy for you to say (iii)

7 She must have left early (ii)

8 Parallel lines can never meet (iv)

9 It’s important that you get this to the bank today (i)

10 You don’t have to stay if you are tired (i)

11 It’s obvious that she will be late again (ii)

12 Perhaps John knows (ii)

13 You can’t have been serious (ii)

14 That’s undoubtedly possible (ii)

15 I don’t think that’s arguable (ii)

16 I’m afraid I was unavoidably detained (iii)

17 I couldn’t get here any earlier (iii)

18 That might well be the case – who knows? (ii)

19 That’s inevitable (iv)

20 That seems a bit of a tall story (ii)

21 I wouldn’t do that if I were you (i)

22 That’s quite possible the case (ii)

23 Unquestionably so! (ii)

24 It’s debatable (ii)

25 Holding a drivers’ licence is not compulsory here (i)

26 She demonstrated real skill in leading the project to success (iii)

27 A pre-requisite of the operation is having clean equipment (i)

28 Don’t you dare do that! (i)

29 I can’t see that being the case (ii)

30 Can I ask a question? (i)

31 Gravity means it’s bound to accelerate (iv)

32 It seems to be broken (ii)

Mark the examples that contain a modal auxiliary verb.

How are the others expressed in terms of modality?

Compare your answers. Do you agree with your partner? Why (not)?
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Classifying modality 2
2. This task has two parts:

a) Identify the type of modality. Choose from:
i. Alethic (inevitable truth)

ii. Deontic (duty and (non) obligation)
iii. Dynamic (ability and willingness)
iv. Epistemic (probability, possibility, likelihood)

b) Identify how the modality is realised in terms of grammar and word class. Choose
from:

i. Adverbial (adjunct, disjunct or prepositional phrase)
ii. Modal auxiliary verb

iii. Semi-modal auxiliary verb
iv. Marginal modal auxiliary verb
v. Lexical verb

vi. Noun
vii. Adjective

Example Type of modality Realisation

1 You must not do that Deontic Modal auxiliary verb

2 That is forbidden Deontic Adjective

3 I tend to agree Epistemic Marginal auxiliary verb

4 I daren’t do that Dynamic Semi-modal verb

5 It must be broken Epistemic Modal auxiliary verb

6 That’s not true Epistemic Adjective

7 It has to have two equal sides Alethic Modal auxiliary verb

8 They let the children out early Deontic Marginal auxiliary verb

9 Ostensibly, he’s the manager Epistemic Adverbial

10 That is impermissible Deontic Adjective

11 You shouldn’t be late Deontic Modal auxiliary verb

12 That should be the postman now Epistemic Modal auxiliary verb

13 He hasn’t the ability Dynamic Noun

14 You are supposed to help Deontic Marginal auxiliary verb

15 It’s bound to be cold in January Epistemic Marginal auxiliary verb

16 I was compelled to argue Deontic Lexical verb

17 The issue is in doubt Epistemic Adverbial

18 Time needs to be spent on this Deontic Semi-modal verb

19 She didn’t need to work that day Deontic Semi-modal verb

20 Dropping it will inevitably break it Epistemic Adverbial

21 I am doubtful he will be good enough Epistemic Adjective

22 That’s certainly likely Epistemic Adverbial

23 Melting lead demands high temperatures Alethic Lexical verb

24 In point of fact, that is a fossilised ammonite Epistemic Adverbial

25 She wasn’t able to explain it to the children Dynamic Semi-modal verb

26 They needn’t have explained it Deontic Semi-modal verb

27 If she was not there I assume she was delayed Epistemic Lexical verb

28 Children are not to run in corridors Deontic Marginal auxiliary verb

29 Hypothetically, that will work Epistemic Adverbial

30 That is, without question, the only outcome Epistemic Adverbial

31 She is allegedly quite rich Epistemic Adverbial

32 She may well take the train Epistemic Modal auxiliary verb


