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Methodology 2

What are the implications?
Task 1

Here are some ideas about two areas: language and learning.

Your task is to make a few notes in the right-hand column about what you see as the classroom implications of the theory.

1. Language theories
The theory Implications for classroom practice

1 Language is a hierarchical system.
It works like this:

2 Language is a system of interlocking structures which carry meaning so, for example, the difference
between:
I went to the farm today
and
Today I went to the farm
or between:
Mary took her mother to the restaurant
and
It was her mother that Mary took to the restaurant
is only explicable by understanding how grammar functions to express variations in meaning.
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3 Language is a communicative mechanism
What is important is not its structure but why, where and to whom language is directed and what the
intentions of the speaker and hearer are.
Language consists of speech acts and the expression of notions.

4 Language is a marker of identity
Who we are and who we think we are is confirmed and supported by our first language.
People think, react and feel differently when communicating in different languages.

5 Language is a cultural artefact
It is a culturally formed system of meanings which determines how we think about the world and are
determined by the needs of the society in which the language developed. Language and culture are
inextricably bound together.
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2. Language learning theories
The theory Implications for classroom practice

1 Learning happen by a process of operant conditioning. Like this:

We provide a stimulus, the learner responds and we reinforce the response or not.
If a correct response is reinforced strongly and frequently enough it will become a habit and be
automatically produced.
That’s why we drill.

2 Conscious thought and decision-making are essential to learning.
People can integrate new knowledge into their current knowledge, hence building progressively
greater understanding and ability.

3 Learners actively construct their own theories about how the language works and refine the theories
as new data come along. Any language rules concerning structure, phonology or use will be applied
indiscriminately until new data leads to a recognition of rule constraints.
Thus, we may say goed until we recognise the restrictions of irregular verbs and He arrived the hotel
until we recognise transitivity restrictions.
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4 Learning is socially constructed through discussion and interaction with others.
It is necessary to interact and collaborate with others in order to learn.
You cannot learn a language alone because true language only exists when more than one person is
using it.

5 Learners look at language statistically and figure out what is the most likely correct form of an
utterance.
This is why most people will guess that the past tense of fring is frang not fringed and the plural of
frouse is frice not frouses.
We can also guess at syntactical structures on the basis of how likely to be correct they are given our
current understanding of what is acceptable, not by applying learned rules but by intelligent guessing
based on probabilities.

Task 2

Now look at the implications for classroom practice that you have identified.

Two questions:

1. Do any of these happen in your classroom?

2. Does that mean that you accept the theory from which they arise?


