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Determiners

The five major types
1. Divide the examples of determiners in these sentences into five classes.

Example Categories

1 She took a bus Category 1

Name

Members

2 That was my drink

3 Give me that cable

4 I need a new set of bedclothes Category 1

Name

Members

5 Whose car is that?

6 Any pen will do

7 Some people are late Category 1

Name

Members

8 That’s the horse I saw

9 These pens are useless

10 Which one do you need? Category 1

Name

Members

11 Their house is on the corner

12 I can’t bear Ø snakes

13 Few things matter very much Category 1

Name

Members

14 Your taxi is here

15 Who is that?

What did you have for example 12?

Categories
Here is a list of 36 determiners in English.

∅ (zero article)
a bit of
a few
a good deal of
a great many (of)
a little (of)
a lot / lots of
a(n)
all
any
both
each

either
enough
every
few
little
many
more
most
much
neither
no
one

plenty of
possessives: my, his etc.
several
some
that
the
these
this
those
what(ever)
which(ever)
whose

2. When you try to insert the determiners into these examples, what do you discover about the
following?

a. Singular count nouns
b. Plural count nouns
c. Mass nouns

We need __________ information I don’t have __________ information

Give me __________ pen Do you want __________ pen?

Give me __________ pens Do you want __________ pens?
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Quantifiers
3. How do these work?

many, a few, few and several only occur with ____________________________________
much, a little and little only occur with ____________________________________
a good / great deal of, a large / small/ amount of only occur with _______________________
a good / great / large / small number of only occur with _____________________________
plenty of, a lot of, lots of only occur with ______________ or ________________

Articles
4. Match the example to the concept.

1. A dog can help blind people

Indefinite specific reference:
one of many or some of much

2. Berlin is the capital of Germany

3. Cars are not cheap

4. Facts are important

5. I need a chair

Generic reference: all of them
/ it, everywhere

6. Information is helpful

7. The beer is in the fridge

8. The guests have arrived

9. The postman is outside

Definite specific reference:
this / these (ones) specifically

10. The wheel was an important invention

11. Tigers can be dangerous

12. Water is tasteless

Determiners acting as pronouns
5. Decide whether the word in bold is being used as a determiner or a pronoun.

Example Pronoun or determiner?

1. Give me some of that

2. Give me some of that

3. You can’t eat all the cake

4. Both are here

5. I have a little

6. I want neither one

7. I want neither one

8. What’s this?

9. Do you have enough money?

10. No, not much

11. Is that his?

12. A great many friends turned up


