
Contributed by Ray Parker (ray.parker@yahoo.co.uk)

“Unjumbling” dialogues

Level: All levels
Ages: all ages
Time 15 – 20 minutes
Materials: dialogue cut up into strips
Purpose: pronunciation practice

Method:

Step one – the teacher prepares or selects a dialogue and cuts it into strips. There should be as
many lines as there are students in the class but of course large classes can be divided into
manageable groups – say 12 people in each. They should leave their desks and stand in an
area large enough for them to move around easily.

Step two – each student is given a random strip of the dialogue and they have 30 seconds to
memorise it and then return it to the teacher. They must not show it to anyone else.

Step three – they now have as long as they need to tell each other their line and form up in
sequence.

Step four – they should then sit down again and, in turn, dictate their lines to the whole group.

Step five – when the dictation is finished they should compare their dictations with the original
(I always use an OHP for this but it can, of course be pre-written on the board, covered and
revealed at this stage.)

Step six – a brief class discussion about any deviations from the original – i.e. do changes make
no difference, improve the dialogue or spoil it?

Sample dialogue

Hi Mary
Hi Teresa – how are you?
Not too bad, thanks. And you?
Fine. What are you up to tonight?
Nothing special. Why?
I was thinking of going to see a film.
Great! Count me in. How about cocktails first?
Oh – bit of a problem – I’ve got to take Jack.
Oh no! Not your brother! You know he gets bored.
Yes, but I’m kind of baby-sitting.
Well I suppose that if we have to take him we have to.
Good, that’s settled, then. We’ll pick you up at seven.
OK – Don’t forget to bring some money!
Of course not! I know you never have any!
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