
Dear Sir, 1 

I am writing to express my objection to the council’s plan to introduce parking 2 

charges on all town-centre streets.  The council appears to be suggesting that it 3 

feels a charge of £6 to park by the roadside for three hours is ‘reasonable’ and 4 

the charge is ‘nominal’.  That is nonsense. 5 

Firstly, let me say that I live in one of the less affluent areas of the town (not a 6 

central one) and am, therefore, obliged to drive or use public transport if I want 7 

to use any of the town centre’s facilities.  This is for more than just shopping, of 8 

course: the town centre is where one finds the council’s own service offices, 9 

estate agents, lawyers, banks, information centres and much more. 10 

Secondly, I am not rich and for me £6 is not a ‘nominal’ sum.  It actually 11 

represents nearly 20% of my entire disposable income for a week.  (After I have 12 

paid my bills and bought essentials for myself and my child, I am left with 13 

approximately £30 in my pocket.) 14 

The council has suggested that the scheme will encourage people to use public 15 

transport and reduce traffic congestion.  I have no doubt that it will do but only 16 

for those who have access to a frequent, reliable and convenient bus service.  17 

People in my area do not.  We have a bus which runs every hour (or so!) and 18 

stops some 20 minutes’ walk from the estate on which I live.  What’s more, the 19 

service stops at 9.30 in the evening and is reduced at the weekends. 20 

I am a council tax payer and I therefore feel entitled to use the town’s facilities 21 

in the same way as people living in the more affluent central parts do so.  I drive 22 

because there is no alternative for me if my daughter is to get safely to school 23 

and I am to be able to shop and use services as well as holding down a full-time 24 

job. 25 

Lastly, I should point out that I am not alone in this – there are plenty of people 26 

in my area in the same boat.  We do occasionally car share but it is not always 27 

easy to match people’s needs and availability and, in any case, the parking fee 28 

will still have to be paid. 29 

The council needs to think again and consider the people who actually live here 30 

and pay their taxes rather than coming up with money-making exercises like this 31 

which will hurt the ordinary people in this town. 32 

 33 

Yours faithfully, 34 

Mary Smith 35 


